|. OPMENT RESE, 


oe 
= 
ba | 
fo?) 
—_ 
= 
= 
or 
OI 
oO 
(=) 
oO 
> 
© 


gont 


INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH CENTRE 


Library Services 


The International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) is a corporation created by the Parliament 
of Canada in 1970 to stimulate and support 
scientific and technical research by developing 
countries for their own benefit. The fields of 
investigation supported by IDRC affect — directly 
and indirectly — the day-to-day lives of people in 
the developing world. For administrative purposes, 
these fields of activity are grouped into seven main 
areas: agriculture, food, and nutrition sciences; 
health sciences; information sciences; social 
sciences; earth and engineering sciences; 
fellowships and awards; and communications. 


Library and Bibliographic 
Services 


The goal of IDRC’s Library is to stimulate and 
facilitate access to information about Third World 
development. In the pursuit of this goal, emphasis 
is placed particularly on research in adapting 
scientific and technical knowledge to the economic 
and social advancement of developing countries. 


The Library provides information and library 
services as well as training and advice to IDRC 
staff, recipients of IDRC support, and Canadians 
involved in governmental, academic, and voluntary 
institutions concerned with Third World 
development. Training is also offered to the 
personnel of international organizations who are 
responsible for establishing information guidelines 
and standards. As resources permit, the Library 
also answers requests from institutions in 
developing countries, international organizations, 
and institutions in other developed countries. In 
close collaboration with the Information Sciences 
Division of IDRC, the Library acts as a “test-bed” 
for technological and bibliographical developments 
and standards. 


Collections 


The Library’s collection of books, documents, 
microforms and serials reflects the interests of 
IDRC. The areas of technology transfer, 
information systems, farming-systems research, 
science policy, health issues in tropical 
environments, and economic and social 
development are particularly well represented. The 
collection is current and includes about 60 000 
books and documents and 5 000 serial titles. 


Special collections are also kept by the Centre’s 
Library. 


¢ The Brundtland Collection contains 
background papers, written submissions, 
tapes and transcripts, and minutes of the 
World Commission on Environment and 
Development. 


¢ An archival collection contains 
IDRC-supported publications, material 
written by Centre staff, and publications 
about the Centre and its activities. 


¢ InfoQuest is a collection of files containing 
current material (annual reports and 
brochures) describing over 2 500 
organizations, research centres, and 
government departments located in Canada 
and abroad whose activities relate to IDRC’s 
interests. This special collection also 
includes country files describing the current 
political, social, and economic conditions in 
developing countries. 


* A microforms collection includes copies of 
IDRC publications, documents from the 
Sahel collection of the University of 
Michigan, and documents listed in four data 
bases: DEVSIS, SALUS, UNIDO, and AID. 


Access to the Collection 


To facilitate access to the collection, the Library 
uses MINISIS, a software package developed by 
IDRC. Items are catalogued, classified, and 
indexed using the UNISIST Reference Manual for 
Machine-Readable Bibliographic Descriptions, the 
Universal Decimal Classification (UDC), and the 
Macrothesaurus for Information Processing in the 
Field of Economic and Social Development 

(New York: United Nations, 1985). 


Access to the Library’s collection is provided 
through computer-output-microform (COM) fiche 
indexes for personal and corporate authors, title 
and serials title, and serials corporate authors. 
On-line searches of the Library’s data base, 
BIBLIOL, allows access in various ways, including 
by subject. The Library also publishes /DRC 
acquires, a monthly listing of what has been added 
to the collection. 


Services 


As previously mentioned, the Library serves IDRC 
staff, recipients of IDRC support, and Canadians 
involved in Third World development. It also 
responds to training and information requests from 
other international organizations. 


Reference and research 


The Library provides various information and 
research services. 


Document delivery 


All items in the Library are available on loan except 
for reference works, materials in special 
collections, and periodicals. Copies of microfiche 
and periodical articles are available. Persons from 
outside IDRC are asked to make their requests 
through the interlibrary loan facilities of their own 
libraries. 


Development data bases 


To nonprofit organizations, the Library offers 
access to 11 data bases: 6 are in-house, IDRC 
data bases; 5 are from other international 
organizations. This service is provided free to more 
than 120 organizations around the world. Users 
must, however, pay telecommunication costs. 


ACRONYM: Acronyms relating to the 
interests of IDRC. 


* BIBLIOL: The collection in the IDRC Library. 


* DEVSIS: Development literature published in 
Canada. 


e SALUS: Low-cost rural health care. 


° IDRIS: Inter-Agency Development Research 
Information System — projects of IDRC, 
International Foundation for Science (IFS), 
Swedish Agency for Research Cooperation 
with Developing Countries (SAREC), Board 
on Science and Technology for International 
Development (BOSTID), German 
Appropriate Technology Exchange (GATE), 
United Nations University (UNU), and Japan 
International Cooperation Agency (JICA). 


« FAO: Documentation data base of the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations. 


* |LO: LABORDOC data base of the 
international Labour Organisation. 


¢ NRG: Energy topics in the Third World. 


« UNESCO: Data base of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation. 


« UNIDO: Industrial Development Abstracts 
data base of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization. 
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¢ AID: Document data base of the United 
States Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 


MEDLARS 


The Library serves as the Canadian centre for 
MEDLARS searches in response to requests from 
developing countries. 


Tours 


Guided tours and orientation to the Library’s 
facilities and services are provided upon request to 
individuals or groups. 


Facilities 


The Library is open from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday to Friday. During this time, the following 
facilities are available: 


* A photocopier for duplicating library 
materials; there is a charge for this service; 


¢ Microfiche/microfilm readers and printers; 
there is a charge for copying microfiche into 
print; 


e Study carrels for research and study. 


For More Information 


For more information on the Library and 
bibliographic services offered at IDRC, please 
write, telephone, or visit the Head Office at 
250 Albert Street in Ottawa, Canada. 


Mailing address: 


Library 

IDRC 

PO Box 8500 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada K1G 3H9 


ENVOY 100: IDRC.LIBRARY 
FAX: 238-7230 


Telephone numbers: 


Main: (613) 236-6163 
Development data bases: ext. 2258 
Tours: ext. 2255 

Interlibrary loans: (613) 598-0579 
Reference: (613) 598-0578 


For information on IDRC’s library services in the 
developing world, contact the Library Manager in 
the appropriate regional office (addresses are 
listed on back panel). 


IDRC’s Offices 


Canada 


IDRC 

PO Box 8500 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada K1G 3H9 


Asia 


IDRC 

Tanglin PO Box 101 
Singapore 9124 
Republic of Singapore 


IDRC 

11 Jor Bagh 

New Delhi 110003 
India 


Africa and the Middle East 


IDRC 

PO Box 62084 
Nairobi 

Kenya 


IDRC/CRDI 

PO Box 14 Orman 
Giza, Cairo 

Egypt 


CRDI 

CP 11007, CD Annexe 
Dakar 

Senegal 


Latin America and the Caribbean 


CIID 

Apartado Aéreo 53016 
Bogota, DE 

Colombia 


April 1989 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31761115550048 
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